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DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AN O ORDINAL (if fcnownj PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rookery is composed of eleven stories and a basement. It 
reaches a height of 164 feet and rests on spread foundations 
employing beam and rail grillages. 

Square In plan, the building covers the entire lot. It is 
bounded on the north by Adams Street, on the south by Quincy 
Street, on the vest by LaSalle Street, and on the east by an 
alley, and has a large interior light court. Thus the building 
is naturally lighted on all four sides and in the interior. In 
the Adams and LaSalle Street facades, the first two stories 
are of granite, the upper stories of dark brown brick and terra 
cotta. The walls of the light court and the first two stories 
along Quincy Street and the alley are constructed of cast-iron 
columns and spandrel beams. Thus, the building uses both masonry 
and skeletal construction. 

The court lobby was remodeled by Frank Lloyd Wright, in 1905* Wright 
removed most of John Root’s original iron ornament and replaced 
it with simple geometric plans . The staircase was encased in 
white marble. Rectangular urns, also of marble, and rectangular 
light fixtures were also designed by Wright. 



p ■> 



■ * 



• i a - d ■■■ ■■ 



m 

m 



t/i 






n 



o 









■. ^£iu-r i- i- -fy 



■ r.ui-4PV- ■ T - 



I B|I^H IJ | 



■ .W 



1 

f ■ ■'.! 



■■ . -■ 
■ •. 



i r ," 1 : '•■a " 4 






..It 



4 



* 



'f 



h 



^ 4 



, * 



to 





q: 

l- 



iu 

LU 

t/i 




PERIOD (Cfiecfr One or More as Appropriate) _. ■ 

n Pre-Columbian] dl 16th Century [3 18th Century Q 20th Century 

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century El l^ 1 * 1 Century 



SPECIFIC DATE<S) (If Applicable and Known) 

areas of significance (C/»ecJr One or Afore as ApproprfereJ 



Ahor Iginot 


n Education 


.* . □- Political . - 


f~j Urban Planning 




PI Prehistoric 


__ L 

Ll Engineering 


.. "i . ■ . 

[ 1 Religion/Pht- 


Other (Specify.) 


J 


□ Historic : 
Agriculture 

n Architecture 


n Industry 

PI Invention 
[ 1 Landscape 


losophy 
n Science 
Scu Ipture 


Architecture 


— 


3 Art 


Architecture 


HI Social/Humon- 






["I Commerce 
Pi Communication* 

Q Conservation 


Q Literature 

□ Military 

□ Music 


i tori an 
n Theater 

Q Transportation 


s 


— 



STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE' 

The Rookery is a prime example of the development of the multi- 
story commercial, structure* utilizing the best construction 
methods then available. Its use of skeletal construction and 
fine ornamental detail place it directly in the mainstream of 
the "Chicago School" of* architecture. 

r 

m 

Regarding the ornament of the Adams and LaSalle facades* arch- 
itectural historian Carl Condit states that "The architectural 
excellence of the Rookery's outer elevations grows chiefly out 
of the extraordinary openness of the walls* the airy yet vi- 
gorous articulation of the elevations* precise scale and pleasing 
proportions* and the firm integration of many diverse elements of 
decorative detail. The main entrances of the .building* on Adams 
and LaSalle Streets, are among the best feature s of the outer 
elevations and are expressive of Root 1 s love of richly or- 
namented entranceways . " The Rookery is also noteworthy for its 
pioneering plan* which provides shops and offices around a 

graceful* semi-private square. 

■ 

Daniel Burnham and John Root were two of Chicago's most signi- 
ficant and influential "Chicago School" architects. Their 
partnership was formed in 1873 and continued until Root's death 
. in 1091* During this time they were responsible for approximately 
250 structures throughout the country. The majority of their 
Chicago structures have been demolished. 

The Rookery Building was presented a citation by the Commission 
On Chicago architectural Landmarks in 1962. 
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Description : 



The Rookery is composed of eleven stories and a basement. It reaches a height 
of 164 feet and rests on spread foundations employing beam and rail grillages. 

Square in plan, the building covers the entire lot. It is bounded on the north 
by Adams Street, on the south by Quincy Street, on the west by LaSalle Street, 
and on the east by an alley, and has a large interior light court. Thus the 
building is naturally lighted on all four sides and in the interior. In the 
Adams and LaSalle Street facades, the first two stories are of granite, the 
upper stories of dark brown brick and terra cotta. The walls of the light court 
and the first two stories along Quincy Street and the alley are constructed of 
cast-iron columns and spandrel beams. Thus, the building uses both masonry 
and skeletal construction. 

The court lobby was modeled by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1905. Wright removed most 
of John Root’s original iron ornament and replaced it with simple geometric 
plans. The staircase was encased in white marble. Rectangular urns, also of 
marble, and rectangular light fixtures were also designed by Wright. 

Significance : 

The Rookery is a prime example of the development of the multistory commercial 
structure, utilizing the best construction methods then available. Its use of 
skeletal construction and fine ornamental detail place it directly in the main- 
stream of the "Chicago School" of architecture. 

Regarding the ornament of the Adams and LaSalle facades, architectural historian 
Carl Condit states that "The architectural excellence of the Rookery’s outer 
elevations grows chiefly out of the extraordinary openness of the walls, the 
airy yet vigorous articulation of the elevations, precise scale and pleasing 
proportions, and the firm integration of many diverse elements of decorative 
detail. The main entrances of the building, on Adams and LaSalle Streets, are 
among the best features of the outer elevations and are expressive of Root’s 
love of richly ornamented entranceways." The Rookery is also noteworthy for 
its pioneering plan, which provides shops and offices around a graceful, semi- 
private square. 

Daniel Burnham and John Root were two of Chicago's most significant and influen- 
cial "Chicago School" architects. Their partnership was formed in l8?3 and con- 
tinued until Root's death in 1891. During this time they were reasonable for 
approximately 250 structures throughout the country. The majority of their 
Chicago structures have been demolished. 

The Rookery Building was presented a citation by the Commission on Chicago 
architectural Landmarks in 19 62. 

Bibliographical References : 

Burnham Library, Art Institute of Chicago, Adams Street and Michigan Avenue, 
Microfilm: Roll 25, Frames (1-19) Roll 27, Frames (1-86) Daniel Burnham’s 

letters and diaries. 

Condit, Carl, The Chicago School of Architecture , Chicago: The University of 

Chicago Press, 1964. pps. 56-58 , 63-65. Copies in file. 
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